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Street Lighting

 A first year Annual Review is due to take place with the Contractor on the 28th 
February to look back over the last year and to determine how improvements 
to the Service can be made for the coming year.

 New faults are still being received daily from the public which continue to be 
recorded and processed accordingly.

 The street lighting team are currently working with the energy team to try and 
secure the best deal for street lighting energy for the next financial year.

Traffic Signals

 The LCR joint Traffic Signal Maintenance Contract continues to function well 
across the city region.

 The LCRCA UTC Communications upgrade project remains ongoing.
 Major junction works continue at Derby Road / Millers Bridge as part of the 

Liverpool Key Corridor project. 

Highway Maintenance

 The delivery of the Highway Maintenance programme remains ongoing with 
carriageway resurfacing projects continuing right up until the end of March.

 Next year’s highway maintenance programme is almost complete and will be 
submitted to Cabinet Member in March for formal approval.

 This years weed spraying programme is due to commence towards late March.

Permit Scheme

 We have just completed the 4th year anniversary of the permit scheme. We are 
continuing to meet our income targets and PI’s. The new permit fees are also 
now in operation. 

Winter Service

 There have been no significant issues with the winter service this season. As 
of 25th February, we have gritted the carriageways on 42 occasions and the 
footways on 11 occasions. Regular financial updates are now being produced 
to closely monitor expenditure for the rest of the year.



Strategic Transport

Port Access

 The programme of multi-modal interventions is continuing including rail 
infrastructure requirements, promotion of coastal and inland shipping, short 
term highway improvement measures and options for long term major highway 
improvement. Amendments to the internal rail layout within the Port of Liverpool 
have delayed work on the doubling of the rail line into the Port and Network Rail 
has indicated that work should be completed in 2019. Subsequent 
improvements to signals at Earlestown West have also been delayed but are 
expected to be delivered by the end of 2020.

 Highways England has not yet provided any updated timetable for the project, 
but they have been continuing with the scheme development and assessment 
work and planning for the statutory consultation process. No details of timing 
have been received, but it is likely that the consultation would not take place 
until summer 2019, which will affect the potential date for Highways England to 
submit their application to the Planning Inspectorate.

LTP and Growth Plan

 Sefton is continuing to work with the LCR Combined Authority, Merseytravel 
and the other local authorities on the delivery of the transport capital 
programme.

 The development of the M58 Junction 1 scheme continues although the start 
of construction is still delayed because the Council does not yet have access 
to the land. The Compulsory Purchase Order was signed by the Secretary of 
State in summer 2018, but Highways England did not approve the notices until 
the end of December. These still need to be signed by Highways England 
before they can be served.

 Negotiations for land acquisition and for early access licence agreements have 
been continuing, but have not yet been accepted by the landowners. Highways 
England has approved all the necessary departures and the Safety Audit Work 
has been undertaken. All the Planning Approval conditions, which were 
required to be discharged before works commenced on site have now been 
formally signed off.

 Works are progressing on the A565 North Liverpool Key Corridor scheme.  
Works to the Millers Bridge/Derby Road junction started in January as planned 
and will continue for several weeks. The Sefton elements of the scheme are 
programmed for completion in 2019.

 Work continues on the sustainable transport intervention proposals for Years 
3-6 as part of the City Region programme. Sefton has three schemes in the 
programme, amounting to almost £3m of allocated funding. This consists of 
three phases of improvements on the A565, in Seaforth, Waterloo and 
Thornton, as well as a cycle route between Maghull and Kirkby and East-West 
cycle improvements in Southport. Schemes for the A565 in Thornton and on 
Buckley Hill Lane (to relieve Edge Lane) and improvements to Southport East 
West cycle links are planned for delivery this year. 

 The traffic modelling and options testing for the Southport Eastern Access and 
the Maritime Corridor projects has been completed. The economic 



assessments are positive and indicate that there should be a viable business 
case for both schemes. Strategic outline cases for both projects have been 
submitted to Merseytravel for review and for consideration for further scheme 
development funding.

 The programme of Local Growth Fund schemes on the Key Route Network 
includes proposals for a major junction improvement at the Dover Road junction 
on the A59 Northway. An outline design has been prepared, some site 
investigation has been completed and the main landowner has agreed in 
principle to sell the land required to the Council.

Local Transport Schemes

 Delivery of the Transportation Capital Programme for 2018/19 is continuing 
following approval of the programme by Cabinet Member in June 2018. An 
update report was presented to Cabinet Member in February 2019.

Sustainable Transport

 The bid for the European Sustainable Urban Development (SUD) fund 
submitted to the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) 
was approved in December 2018. Work on a new, inland pedestrian and cycle 
route at Crosby Coastal Park, which will avoid the issue of wind-blown sand on 
the promenade and a major upgrade of the Coastal Road cycle route can start 
in 2019.

Highway Development and Design

Planning Applications

•        In January and February 2019, the team has processed 182 planning 
applications despite some ongoing challenges associated with availability of 
staff. This includes applications for sites identified in the Council’s adopted 
Local Plan. This continues to involve close liaison with case officers from the 
planning department. The team are currently assessing a number of 
applications including some of significant local plan sites such as land east of 
Maghull, Brackenway, Lydiate Lane, and others. 

Section 38 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements

•         There has been a consistently high level of submissions and the subsequent 
processing of these at times, lengthy and complex applications, particularly 
following the approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites.

The report is as follows: - 

•      No of live s38 and current developments subject to a s38 application - 33 

•       No of stalled or no activity (on the part of a developer) – 8 but developers 
continue to be followed up on these matters

•       Number of development sites adopted within the last 3 months  - 1

•        No of submissions awaiting technical approval - 7

•      Number of new and recent submissions awaiting administrative set up - 5 



Section 278 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements

•         The numbers of this type of applications remains high, generally due to the 
approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites. Whilst a number of these 
schemes have been completed in the last period, a number of new applications 
have also been received.

•         The team are currently managing 52 live s278 HA 1980 highway works 
schemes in various stages of development on behalf of the Council and with 
values exceeding £1.5m.  The successful delivery of these schemes is 
dependent on close liaison with the Legal, Finance and Planning Departments.

Public Rights Of Way (PROW)

•          English Coastal Path – Liaison with Natural England and Green Sefton is 
continuing and on site route feasibility reviews continue into the new year. 
Green Sefton are closely involved in this project with available time charging to 
cover staffing resources and overheads. 

•       Advising on the preparation of two Schedule 14 Applications for up to nine 
additional PROWs.

•       St Luke’s Church Road claim is ongoing with contract negotiations with 
landowners.

  Strategic Highways Development and Future Planning  

•      The team is continuing to take a lead in managing the transportation issues 
involved with the Land East of Maghull. The masterplan document has been 
approved by the Cabinet Member for Planning but has been called in and will 
be reviewed by Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

•      The team is continuing to work closely with the Planning Department on new 
initiatives to ensure a ‘One Council’ strategic approach to development to 
ensure that the necessary new transport infrastructure is in place to support 
new developments coming forward in future years.

•       The team is seeing more developments affecting the daily operation of the 
highway and as such, at the request of the Planning Committee, we are asking 
to see more construction traffic management plans so that we can manage the 
highway network efficiently and effectively with minimum disruption to users of 
the highway and with the important benefit of highway safety.

Highway Design 

 This part of the team continues to support the development control function and 
the delivery of strategic transport investment schemes, such as potential major 
schemes and the STEP programme.

Current schemes include:
 Options assessment and initial design work for Southport Eastern Access 

– to improve the connectivity to Southport Town Centre and the seafront;
 A59 Northway/Dover Road junction improvements – design and 

procurement of a scheme to improve capacity along the A59 through 
Maghull, at the Dover Road/Liverpool Road South junction with works 
expected to start in summer 2019;

 Various cycle improvement schemes to link the eastern side of Southport 
(Kew area) to the town centre and seafront and a scheme to link Maghull 



to the borough boundary at Kirkby, all funded through the STEP 
programme.

 Design and procurement of the A565 Buckley Hill junction improvements 
are ongoing with an anticipated start date by the end of March 2019


